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KUMIAI’'s Pyroxasulfone Process Patent Held Valid in China

KUMIAI st B T ¥ k£ R A EEBFH K

Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. (‘KUMIAI”) is pleased to announce that it
recently received a positive decision from the China National Intellectual Property
Administration (“CNIPA”) that found KUMIAI's Chinese invention patent
Z1.200580010635.9 to be fully valid despite an invalidation petition.
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This patent, titled “Process for producing 5-hydroxy-4-thiomethylpyrazole
compound,” covers the production process of a key intermediate compound used

to make KUMIAI'S innovative herbicide pyroxasulfone.
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(Pyroxasulfone).

The invalidation petition was filed by a Chinese company called Lianhetech
(Dezhou) Co. Ltd., in response to the patent enforcement action initiated by
KUMIAI against them last year regarding their use of an intermediate production
method that was believed to fall in the scope of KUMIAI's patent. The

enforcement proceeding is still ongoing.
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KUMIAI warmly welcomes this right decision by the CNIPA which not only
protects KUMIAI's technological innovation, but also bolsters its confidence in

enforcing this patent against any unauthorized use.
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KUMIAI is one of the world’s leading agrochemical companies and its
pyroxasulfone herbicide products have long been trusted by farmers worldwide.
The company holds a global patent portfolio, including but not limited to Chinese
patents related to intermediate compounds and manufacturing processes of

pyroxasulfone herbicide.
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KUMIAI regards intellectual property rights to be of critical importance, and
we are committed to enforcing our intellectual property rights, both in China and

around the world.
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About KUMIAI: KUMIAI is a leading Japanese enterprise primarily engaged
in the research, development, production, and sales of agrochemicals. For over
70 years since its foundation in 1949, the company has been committed to the
research, development, and promotion of safe and effective agrochemical
products and related chemicals. This dedication has provided robust support for
the reliable and stable production of food, making significant contributions to

global agricultural development.
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KUMIAI conducts business worldwide and has always prioritized research
and development, respected intellectual property rights, and emphasized their
protection. One of KUMIAI's key self-developed agrochemical products, the
herbicide pyroxasulfone, is used for weed control in crops such as wheat, corn,
soybeans, cotton, sunflowers, potatoes, and peanuts. It offers longer and more
stable protection compared to most other herbicides, making it an exceptional
herbicide with widespread global applications. KUMIAI has implemented
comprehensive patent protection for its self-developed products, including
pyroxasulfone, covering the end products, intermediate compounds, and their

production methods.
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<Inquiry for this press release>
Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.
Customer Inquiry Form Chttps://www.kumiai-chem.co.jp/english/contact.html)
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