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Kumiai commences new court proceedings in China in relation to
a third-party pyroxasulfone product (Shanghai E-tong Chemical Co., Ltd.)
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On 27 December 2024, Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. ('Kumiai')
commenced patent infringement litigation in China against Shanghai E-tong

Chemical Co., Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as 'E-tong').
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Kumiai has requested the court to stop E-tong from engaging in activities that
infringe upon Kumiai's intermediate compound patent, which protects a critical
intermediate compound required for the production of the pyroxasulfone
herbicide product. In addition, Kumiai has demanded compensation of relevant
damages from E-tong. This is the fifth patent infringement litigation and the sixth
patent enforcement action Kumiai recently filed relating to pyroxasulfone in
China. Previously, Kumiai announced favorably resolving a patent dispute with
a Chinese company through a settlement, and commencing patent infringement
litigations separately against Anhui Jiuyi Agriculture Co., Ltd. and its subsidiary,
Anhui Jukai Agrochemical Co., Ltd., Hangzhou Kingtai Chemical Co., Ltd. and
Hebi Baoruide Chemical Co., Ltd., Jiangsu Agrochem Laboratory Co., Ltd., and
Inner Mongolia Yongtai Chemical Co., Ltd. (Please see the Appendix for further
details).
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Kumiai is one of the world’s leading agrochemical companies with over 70 years
of experience in manufacturing herbicide products, and its pyroxasulfone
herbicide products have long been trusted by farmers worldwide. The company
holds a global patent portfolio, including but not limited to Chinese patents
related to intermediate compounds and manufacturing processes of

pyroxasulfone herbicide.
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Any exploitation of Kumiai’s patents without license is a form of patent violation.
Under the patent laws of China and most countries around the world, Kumiai is
entitled to request local courts and other law enforcement authorities to stop the
manufacture, sale (including export), license, use or import of any infringing
products. Kumiai regards intellectual property rights to be of critical importance,
and we are committed to enforcing our intellectual property rights, both in China

and around the world.
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Kumiai also takes the opportunity to remind customers and distributors that
pesticide is a highly regulated product and its production and sales (including
exports) require strict approval. The production and sale of any unregistered

pesticide products are illegal and will lead to corresponding legal



responsibilities. If customers and distributors have any requests or questions
regarding Kumiai’'s pyroxasulfone products, please contact us using following
inquiry form.
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<Inquiry for this press release>
Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.
Customer Inquiry Form (https://www.kumiai-chem.co.jp/english/contact.html)
WA R T A EARE S, HBRR:
BetzFI i aet

Z PR EE . (https://www.kumiai-chem.co.jp/english/contact.html)



https://www.kumiai-chem.co.jp/english/contact.html
https://www.kumiai-chem.co.jp/english/contact.html

Appendix: Kumiai’s recent notice relating to pyroxasulfone in China

it . 4 6 o ST HA ) B9 R ok o 3R A AR P Y R R

No.

Date / H

Title / #rri

7/23/2024

Kumiai’s Pyroxasulfone Process Patent Held Valid in China
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7/29/2024

Kumiai commences court proceedings against third parties in

China in relation to pyroxasulfone product (Anhui Jiuyi Agriculture

Co., Ltd. and Anhui Jukai Agrochemical Co., Ltd.)
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10/2/2024

Kumiai commences another court proceedings against third

parties in China in relation to pyroxasulfone product (Hangzhou

Kingtai Chemical Co., Ltd. and Hebi Baoruide Chemical Co., Ltd.)
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11/11/2024

Kumiai resolved a patent dispute in China
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12/17/2024

Kumiai commences new court proceedings in China in relation to

a third-party pyroxasulfone product (Jiangsu Agrochem
Laboratory Co., Ltd.)
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1/15/2025

Kumiai commences new court proceedings in China in relation to

a third-party pyroxasulfone product (Inner Mongolia Yongtai
Chemical Co., Ltd.)
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