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Selection of Kumiai’s Patent Dispute with a Chinese Company as a “2024 Typical
Case of Administrative Protection for Intellectual Property Rights” by CNIPA
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We, Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. (Kumiai), are pleased to announce that the
patent dispute” concerning Chinese Patent ZL200580010635.9, titled “Process for
producing 5-hydroxy-4-thiomethylpyrazole compound”, with a Chinese company, which
was successfully resolved through a settlement, has been selected by the China National
Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) as a “2024 Typical Case®” of
Administrative Protection for Intellectual Property Rights”. This announcement, initially
made by CNIPA on April 26, 2025, coinciding with “World Intellectual Property Day”,
was publicized on its website on April 27. On this occasion, along with Japan's 50"
anniversary of joining the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Kumiai
reaffirms its unwavering commitment to respecting and protecting intellectual property
rights. Additionally, we express our gratitude for the great efforts of the Chinese

authorities in supporting our enforcement actions in China.
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Kumiai regards intellectual property rights as a core asset and has continuously expanded
its investments in research and development over the years. As a result, we hold numerous
patents and trademarks across various countries and regions. In strict compliance with
domestic and international laws and regulations, we endeavor to protect the legitimate
rights and interests of both ourselves and others. As part of it, we have built a robust

patent portfolio for our flagship herbicide AXEEV® (common name, Pyroxasulfone),



and since 2023, have exercised intellectual property rights against suspected infringers of
our patents in Australia and China. In Australia, five lawsuits have been filed, two of
which have been resolved through settlements. In China, eight cases have been filed, with
one successfully reaching in a settlement. Notably, the patent dispute resolved in China
was recognized by CNIPA as a “2024 Typical Case of Administrative Protection for
Intellectual Property Rights”. CNIPA has decided that the patent which Kumiai enforced
against a Chinese company in this case is fully valid despite the invalidation petition filed
by the defendant. We consider this proves the high quality of our intellectual property
portfolio.
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We firmly believe that “respecting intellectual property rights fosters fair competition and
drives technological advancement”, “strengthening intellectual property rights
management is essential for creation of corporate value and sustainable business growth”,
and “taking a firm stance against intellectual property rights infringement is vital to ensure
the healthy growth of the industry and contribute to the betterment of society”. With this
conviction, we remain resolute in supporting innovation, and respecting and protecting
intellectual property rights. Kumiai takes any infringement of our intellectual property
rights seriously and will continue to safeguard our legitimate interests through legal

measures without hesitation.
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1) https://ir kumiai-chem.co.jp/en/newsrelease/newsrelease-20241111/main/0/link/1111.en_cn.pdf
2) Typical Cases refer to cases selected by the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) through local

recommendations and expert reviews. These cases are recognized as highly valuable precedents that have delivered outstanding results.
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