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Kumiai secures first-instance victory in patent infringement litigation
against a Shandong-based pharmaceutical company,
a Taizhou-based chemical company and
a Taizhou-based pharmaceutical company in China
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Kumiai is pleased to announce that the Ningbo Intermediate People’s Court in
Zhejiang Province, China, recently issued the first-instance judgment in a patent
infringement litigation in favor of Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. (hereinafter
referred to as ‘Kumiai’) against Chinese pesticide manufacturers—a Shandong-
based pharmaceutical company, a Taizhou-based chemical company and a
Taizhou-based pharmaceutical company (hereinafter referred to as ‘the three
defendants’). The Court found the three defendants have infringed Kumiai’s
Chinese patent ZL 201210121587.2 which is titled “Process for production of 5-
alkoxy-4-hydroxymethylpyrazole compound” (hereinafter referred to as the
‘Patent’) and therefore granted a permanent injunction to stop the infringement
and also required the three defendants to compensate Kumiai for relevant

damages and legal expenses.
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The Patent protects a key intermediate compound named “5-difluoromethoxy-4-
hydroxymethyl-1-methyl-3-trifluoromethyl-pyrazole” (CAS No0.946409-52-5)
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘Patented Product’) which is used in the

manufacturing of Kumiai’'s core product Pyroxasulfone.
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In its judgment, the Court ordered the three defendants to:

1. Cease manufacturing the Patented Product;

2. Cease using the Patented Product to manufacture 1-Methyl-3-
trifluoromethyl-4-chloromethyl-5-difluoromethoxy-1-H-pyrazole (CAS No.
656825-76-2, hereinafter referred to as the “Pyroxasulfone Intermediate”),
3-[(5-difluoromethoxy-1-methyl-3-trifluoromethylpyrazol-4-yl)methylthio]-5,5-
dimethyl-4,5-dihydroisoxazole (CAS No. 656825-92-2, hereinafter referred
to as the “Pyroxasulfone Precursor”), and Pyroxasulfone (CAS No. 447399-
55-5);

3. Cease selling any Pyroxasulfone Precursor manufactured using the
Patented Product;

4. Cease offering for sale any Pyroxasulfone Intermediate and Pyroxasulfone

Precursor manufactured using the Patented Product;

5. Compensate Kumiai for economic loss and reasonable costs incurred in
enforcing its rights, totally amount at RMB 2.18 million.
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Kumiai highly commends and sincerely appreciates the ruling by the Ningbo
Intermediate People's Court, which demonstrates the Court's steadfast
commitment to the principles of equal protection under law for both domestic

and foreign entities and the protection of intellectual property rights.
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Notably, the Patent has survived multiple invalidation challenges filed by various
third parties and has been maintained fully valid by the China National
Intellectual Property Administration (hereinafter referred to as ‘CNIPA’), further

demonstrating the strong stability of Kumiai's intellectual property portfolio.
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Kumiai is one of the world’s leading agrochemical companies with over 70 years
of experience in manufacturing herbicide products, and its Pyroxasulfone
herbicide products have long been trusted by farmers worldwide. Kumiai holds
a global patent portfolio, including but not limited to Chinese patents related to
intermediate compounds and manufacturing processes of Pyroxasulfone

herbicide.
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Kumiai firmly believes that respecting intellectual property rights fosters fair
competition and drives technological advancement, strengthening intellectual
property rights management is essential for creation of corporate value and
sustainable business growth, and taking a firm stance against intellectual
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property rights infringement is vital to ensure the healthy growth of the industry
and contribute to the betterment of society. Moving forward, Kumiai will continue
to champion innovation and resolutely defend its legitimate rights and interests.
Kumiai maintains a zero-tolerance policy toward any infringement of its
intellectual property rights and will actively pursue all available legal remedies to

protect its assets.
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<Inquiry for this press release>

Kumiai Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.

Customer Inquiry Form (https://www.kumiai-chem.co.jp/english/contact.html)
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